yO         '                    WE    SHALL    LIVE    AGAIN

mightiest pillars in the world and especially in Europe, of capital-
ism, and Batya and his system of enterprises were one of the most-
powerful stones in this pillar.

Whatever the errors Batya may have committed in his dealings
with labour in England, in his own land he was pursuing1 a policy
of enlightened paternalism, which had proved the despair of the
trade union organizer, but which seemed to strengthen the resis-
tance of the existing scheme of civilization against internal collapse
and .any and all external attacks. Zlin was middle-class as much
as Tabor, and like Tabor Zlin evinced certain remarkable
tolerances. In the book shop, for example, they were selling the
Moscow Izvestia and the Pravda, They did it as n business
proposition to accommodate customers who demanded these
papers. At a teachers* convention which was held in Zlin in
Batya's private theatre, I heard a teacher who had just arrived
from Moscow make a speech in full vindication of Soviet policies,
I asked the superintendent of schools in Zlin whether, had Bntya
known of this speech, he would have denied the teachers the use
of the theatre. The superintendent laughed.

"Nothing like that could possibly happen here. Remember
Batya is a Czech and Czechs don't do such things,1" Then later
as I discussed with other teachers the same subject, one of them
said: *'Germany will be a cauldron of revolution and a slaughter-
house ..before there is ever any kind of nn uprising in this land.'*
Certainly Zlin was one of Europe's gigantic fortresses of the
existing social order.